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Lesson Cycle (Gradual Release of Responsibility) 

 

Lesson Title/Topic:  Anthropology –Coin Sifting 

   

Standards:  112.16 (b)(2)(C)collect and record information using detailed observations and 

accurate measuring 

TX College & Career Readiness Standard: C(I)(B)1.a  Know and apply logic to analyze 

patterns and descriptions and to evaluate conclusions. 

  

Lesson Objectives: The student will write a one page 

paper on their findings of anthropology with individual 

thoughts and correct grammar for assessment showing 

80% accuracy. 

 

Assessment: Authentic assessment 

paper. 

  

Materials: Textbook, N-situ Game, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOJlCdMvWAI 

  

  

  

The teacher will: The student will: 

Focus:  

 Hand out 3x5 cards as students walk in tell them to 

write down the best thing they ever found… EVER!! 

 

 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOJlCdMvWAI 

 

 

 Write the answer. 

 

 

 Watch the video. 

Teacher Input (I Do): Archeologist/Anthropologist 

 Search, find, and investigate specific areas, as well 

as maintain landmarks and museums.  

 

 Wages vary based off of education level: 

Phd > $80,000   

 

 Archeology/Anthropology can land you a lucrative 

job; Microsoft employs the 2
nd

 most anthropologists 

of all US companies!  Bachelor’s is required for 

entry level positions.  

 

 Grades are important! It is a competitive field but 

you can maximize potential by increasing 

parameters.   

 

 Employers: Microsoft, Federal & State government, 

museum & historic sites, colleges and universities, 

independent businesses.   

 

● Actively follow along with job 

overview, take notes as needed. 

 

 

 

● Students will begin thought 

processing the facts given. 

 

● Actively follow along with the 

overview, take notes as needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOJlCdMvWAI
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 Become a specialist to maximize your niche… 

become a certified deep water diver and do sunken 

explorations!! 

 

 ELL Students: Gather ESL students point to the 

word on the board archeologist then show the pic of 

Indiana jones.  Have students say the word and do a 

shovel movement.   Have the students repeat the 

word and action while looking at the pic.  Do this 

until the students are familiar with the terms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● ELL students say the term when 

instructed and do the action.  Repeat 

as needed reversing action to word. 

 

 

Guided Practice (We Do):   

 Now we are going to play a game that will utilize 

your skills to be an amateur archeologist or 

anthropologist.   

 Break the class up into 6 groups. 

 Give out supplies. 

 Read game instructions and follow accordingly. 

 Ensure students’ comprehension of instructions. 

 Begin playing the game per the instructions. 

 Include the following fun facts throughout the game: 

 

Note: instruct the students that before giving the fun 

fact you are going to say “element”, at that time all 

students must look at you and listen to the fact. 

 

1.Archaeology is basically digging up people's 

cultural artifacts. People's everyday items. 

2.If you find gold or money or anything else, you 

have to turn it in and report it. 

3.If you find a human body in Israel it must be 

reburied within two weeks of unbury it, which 

gives you only 2 weeks to study it! 

4.There is a computer that is able to see through a 

sarcophagus [stone coffin] and create the picture 

of the person’s face inside. 

5.Archeologist study sunken ship wrecks like the 

Titanic. 

6.Lucy, the oldest human like skeleton is older than 

3.2 million years. 

7.Jungle growth can bury buildings, roads, and 

 

 Listen to what group they are in (if 

applicable). 

 

 Come get their supplies when 

instructed. 

 

 Listen and read along with the rules 

of the game. 

 

 Follow the rules and pull a coin 

when instructed. 

 

 Listen to the fun facts during the 

game. 

 

 Play along and ask questions as 

needed. 
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other ruins in just a decade. 

8.Artifacts can be anywhere ocean, caves, & 

underground. 

9.Drones are used to survey areas and protect areas 

during excavation from miners, squatters and 

poachers. 

10. Thomas Jefferson mastered many disciplines 

including that of Anthropology.  

 Once game is over, spend 2 minutes cleaning up. 

 

● Independent Practice (You Do):  Have each student 

quietly and independently write what they learned 

about the career and what they learned from the field 

within a one page paper. 

● Remind students that these answers will be turned in 

and graded for content and grammar accuracy, they 

can use the text/online research to find ideas if 

needed. 

 Provide an adaptation worksheet with pictures and 

terminology.  To help them write their paper.  Assist 

students in saying (only a paragraph for ELL 

students) the terms correctly and understanding what 

the term means. 

 

● Use the text/online resources as 

needed. 

● Submit their paper for grading 

 

 

 

Reads the term associated with the 

picture.  Student works on their 

paragraph and asks for assistance 

where needed. 

Closure:  

 Have each student review what they wrote on the 3x5 

card as their greatest dig. 

● Ask “what did you find?” 

● Where else could that same item be found? 

● Pair and share their item and original location plus the 

2
nd

 location. 

● As the students exit, tell them to “think of a great 

story for that item and how it ended up there, come 

ready tomorrow with your story”. 

Review what learners wrote, have student read it to you 

and correct any grammatical errors they wrote.  If 

student was incorrect on their dig stats have them sound 

it out/fix it.  Tell the student to research the concept of 

a research dig.  (terminology change) 

  

 

● Utilize their first animal trait from 

the beginning of class and determine 

if it is inherited or learned. 

● Record their answer and come up 

with the opposing trait to record. 

● Turn this paper into the teacher. 

 

 

Read what their notecard says allowed 

to the teacher.  If clear understanding 

is not present, student is to complete 

independent research for homework 

  

Bloom’s Level(s): Application  Technology Integration: 

Chromebook, YouTube videos, and 

scholarly written online research. 
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Extension: Research different fields in anthropology 

(i.e deep sea diving anthropologist, glacier exploration 

anthropologist, etc).  If you were an anthropologist 

what would be your greatest finding and where would 

you find it? 

Reteach: Begin with terminology, use 

pictures to link to the words.  (i.e 

picture of Indiana jones = 

anthropologist). Then utilize online 

learning module and show the picture 

every time the word is said. 

 

  

 

Accommodations / Modifications: 

ELL- Use pictures to link to vocabulary and spend 

extra time on terminology.  Have one-on-one time to 

analyze comprehension. 

 

ADHD- Incorporate movement into concept 

development.  Have one-on-one time to analyze 

comprehension. 

 

Dyslexia: monitor time, extend if needed; allow extra 

time where needed, or read aloud. Have one-on-one 

time to analyze comprehension. 

 References:  

http://www.saa.org/ForthePublic/FAQ

s/ForAdults/QuestionsAboutArchaeolo

gyAsACareer/tabid/975/Default.aspx 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z

OJlCdMvWAI 

  

  

http://www.saa.org/ForthePublic/FAQs/ForAdults/QuestionsAboutArchaeologyAsACareer/tabid/975/Default.aspx
http://www.saa.org/ForthePublic/FAQs/ForAdults/QuestionsAboutArchaeologyAsACareer/tabid/975/Default.aspx
http://www.saa.org/ForthePublic/FAQs/ForAdults/QuestionsAboutArchaeologyAsACareer/tabid/975/Default.aspx
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOJlCdMvWAI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zOJlCdMvWAI


Name: Jamie Crawford Grade & Subject: 5
th

, Adventures In Learning 
 

 

 

 


